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1. Reason for the Report 
 
1.1  To seek approval for the establishment of a Community Climate Change Fund 

in Staffordshire Moorlands. 
 
2. Recommendation 

2.1 To approve the Community Climate Change Fund as set out below at 7.4 to 
7.12 below. 

 
3. Executive Summary 
 
3.1 In an Information Digest published by the Council on 3rd June 2020 the 

Council set out an action to establish a Climate Change Community Grant 
Fund and undertook to bring forward a separate report on the proposed use of 
the fund after schools return to normal operation following the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 

3.2 The purpose of the Staffordshire Moorlands Community Climate Change Fund 
is to provide small grants to community based organisations taking measures 
locally to tackle the climate emergency. 
 

3.3 The Fund Priorities for 2021/22 will be to support the establishment of Eco-
Schools and projects being undertaken by children and young people as part 
of an Eco-School initiative. 
 

3.4 The total budget for the 2021/22 Community Climate Change Fund is £10,000. 
Grants are expected to be a maximum of £300 though the Portfolio Holder for 
Climate Change has discretion to agree a higher amount for exceptional 
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projects. 
 

 
4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities  
 
4.1   The scheme is part of a series of measures to tackle Climate Change. 

 
 

5. Alternative Options 
 
5.1 To approve the scheme as set out in this report (recommended). 
 
5.2 To not proceed with a scheme. 
 
 
6. Implications 
 

6.1
  

Community Safety - (Crime and Disorder Act 1998) 
 
No specific implications but measures which improve social 
cohesion may help in addressing community safety issues. 
 

6.2 Workforce 
 
No implications. 
 

6.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment 
 
An equality impact assessment has been undertaken: In the first 
year the fund is focusing on the engagement of young people 
through their schools. There is an expectation that all groups of 
young people should participate and this is based on an 
assumption that schools themselves are fully committed and 
capable of ensuring participation is open to all. 
 

6.4 Financial Considerations 
 
A budget of £10,000 has been allocated for the project from within 
the existing Community Planning budget. 
 

6.5 Legal 
 
The report confirms the grant application process, which includes 
an officer check to ensure compliance with the criteria established 
for the Fund, including any legal issues. 
 

6.6 Climate Change 
 
The Community Climate Change Fund aims to engage, encourage 
and assist community based organisations to take measures 
locally to tackle the climate emergency. 
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6.7 
 

Consultation 
 
Not required at this stage: The scheme can be changed and 
adapted in response to views from participating children and 
schools. Wider consultation about the Community Climate Change 
Fund and Fund priorities can be included in the public engagement 
exercise in 2021 about the Council’s overall Climate Change 
Strategy/Plan. 
 

6.8 
 

Risk Assessment 
 
Individual grant amounts are expected to be below £300 and so the 
financial risk of any specific funded project failing is small. 

 
MARK TRILLO 

Executive Director (Governance & Commissioning)  
 

Web Links and 
Background Papers 

Contact details 

  

 
 
7. Detail 
 
7.1 On 10th July 2019, recognising the serious threat posed by climate change, 

the responsibility our institutions, businesses and communities have to 
eliminate net CO2 emissions and also the need to take immediate measures 
to prepare for climate change impacts, Staffordshire Moorlands District 
Council declared a climate emergency. 

 
7.2 A series of key actions were identified for 2020/21 including the establishment 

of a Community Climate Change Fund – a grant fund to support the actions of 
the community to tackle climate change. The priority for the first year of the 
fund operation was to support activities of children and young people through 
initiatives such as Eco Schools. Unfortunately, due to restrictions associated 
with Covid-19, it was not possible to implement the use of the fund for this 
purpose.  

 
7.3 In an Information Digest published by the Council on 3rd June 2020 the 

Council undertook to bring forward a separate report on the proposed use of 
the fund after schools return to normal operation following the Covid-19 
pandemic. Clearly the pandemic is not over and normality is not what is was 
but it is felt timely to bring forward the proposed use of the Community Climate 
Change Fund for the financial year 2021/22. 

 
7.4 The purpose of the Staffordshire Moorlands Community Climate Change Fund 

is to provide small grants to community based organisations taking measures 
locally to tackle the climate emergency.  
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7.5 The aim is to mobilise the resources of local communities, encourage people 
to work together in a voluntary capacity, empower individuals and communities 
in order to take actions which: reduce local CO2 and other greenhouse gas 
emissions, increase the ability of nature to absorb and store greenhouse gas 
emissions, and build resilience in nature to the impact of climate change.  

 
7.6 The Fund will support practical measures: for example tree planting and 

habitat improvement, educative actions to increase awareness and the skills 
needed to change and adapt lifestyles, green travel/transport schemes, energy 
saving in community buildings, local food projects, recycling and reuse 
projects. 

 
7.7 The Fund Priorities for 2021/22 will be to support the establishment of Eco-

Schools and projects being undertaken by children and young people as part 
of an Eco-School initiative. 

 
7.8 Grant levels: The total budget for the 2021/22 Community Climate Change 

Fund is £10,000. Grants are expected to be a maximum of £300, though the 
Portfolio Holder for Climate Change has discretion to agree a higher amount 
for exceptional projects. More than one grant can be applied for and received 
but the Council will be seeking to ensure a spread of projects across the 
District are supported. 

 
7.9 Application process: 
 

 Applying organisation to complete the application form – submit to the 
Council’s Communities & Climate Change Service. 

 Officer check – that legal, financial, and eligibility criteria are met. 

 Portfolio Holder for Climate Change and Biodiversity to make a decision 
on the application and amount awarded. 

 An annual report detailing the grants awarded over the previous 12 
month period will be provided by the Portfolio Holder. 

 
7.10 Eligible organisations in 2021/22: Schools/School Councils/School eco groups 

in Staffordshire Moorlands, and applying for activities to be delivered in 
Staffordshire Moorlands. 

 
7.11 Other criteria: All grants must be matched in cash or kind (including by 

voluntary effort) and meet the Eco-Schools’ aims and ethos. 
 
 
7.12 The following provides a background summary to the Eco-Schools initiative: 
 

 is part of the Keep Britain Tidy charity. It is a global programme 
engaging children across 67 countries. 

 Seeks to empower children to drive change and improve their 
environmental awareness through the simple Seven-Step framework in 
order to achieve the international Eco-Schools Green Flag. 

 develops pupils’ skills, raises environmental awareness, improves the 
school environment and creates financial savings for schools as well as 
a whole host of other benefits. 
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